We have been asked to remind you of the following information about your possible eligibility for a 50% rate relief on business rates payable if you are in the Forest of Dean district.

The Business Rate Relief Scheme allows for applications from small businesses for 50% rate relief on business rates payable. This is only applicable to businesses whose ratable value up to £5,000 then on a reducing sliding scale down to £15,000. To discuss this further, individual businesses must contact the Council Business Rates Section (busrates@fdean.gov.uk), or telephone 01594 812579. 

Businesses pay business rates or National Non-Domestic Rates. (NNDR) This operates on a similar system to the old domestic rates. The charge is set by the Government at a given rate per pound (£) of rateable value. NNDR is completely separate to the Council Tax which is set locally to meet the budget requirements of the County and District Councils and the Police.

Business rates are collected by the District Council but the money does not remain in the District. It is sent to the Government who aggregate the total collected nationally and redistribute to local authorities through the revenue support grant on a 'per head of population' basis.

We also understand there is a similar scheme running in Herefordshire where there is a £50% rebate up to rateable value of £5,000 and a reducing sliding scale for properties between £5,000 & £10,000. Please apply to HDC 01432260000 for full info and eligibility.

In Monmouthshire Rural Rate Relief was stopped in April 2007, and replaced with Small Business Rate Relief. This is funded by WAG and administered by the Local Authority. Non Domestic Rating (2008) - (Small Business Rate Relief) Wales. 50% reduction for rateable value up to £2000 25% reduction for rateable value £2001 - £6500.  Contact counciltax@monmouthshire.gov.uk for more information.

